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;Iij:il:gn:;gjisss:rse]ﬁ?ﬂ;ie See s for Masses and in the parish office on parishioners are called to be
e : ] Fridays from 8 AM - 3 PM. the People of God, formed by
additional information, especially for the Holy Word and nourished
hearing aids paired with Bluetooth. BULLETIN DEADLINE by the Holy Eucharist. We joy-
THE ROSARY Requests are due to the office by Mon- fully share our faith and gifts of
Prayed before each weekday Mass day in written format. time, talent, and treasure. We
Tuesday - Friday beginning at 7:05 AM. are committed to serve all
God's people in the building of
the Kingdom.
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The Second Sunday in Lent

Lenten Collection

The Lenten Collection this year will support Alliance
Family Services, a state-of-the-art pregnancy resource
center in La Crosse. Alliance is an interfaith organiza-
tion that supports women and families facing unplanned
pregnancies with medical, practical, emotional and spir-
itual support. The La Crosse area Alliance Family Ser-
vices is located at 600 3rd St. N, Suite #201. They are
available Mondays 10am-6pm, Wednesdays 9am-5pm,
and Saturdays 9am-1pm.

Special Collection for St. Francis de Sales Seminary

Next weekend there will be a special collection in sup-
port of renovation and restoration of the St. Francis de
Sales Seminary in Milwaukee. This seminary has been
preparing men to serve the Lord for 180 years, includ-
ing seminarians from the Diocese of La Crosse. It has
been 40 years since the last renovation and needs are
significant. This is an opportunity to prepare the semi-
nary for future generations.

We will participate in this special collection one time
per year for the next 3 years to support this capital cam-
paign. Envelopes will be available at the end of the
pews. Please use the general collection basket at any
weekend Mass.

A new email platform for Parish Communication
Soon, the parish will be moving to a new platform for
emailing the bulletin. It is called Flocknote and will pro-
vide greater ease of communication and enhance our
ability to interact online within the parish. Please update
your email if it has changed or, if you do not currently
receive the weekly bulletin, consider providing an email
address. Contact Jennifer at the parish office at 608-
788-5483 for further information.

Spiritual Renewal Days

Canticle of Creatures: St. Francis Still Sings 800
Years Later

Spiritual Renewal Days will be held beginning at 6:00
PM on the evenings of March 31 through April 2. Stay
tuned for more information.

Penance Service

Join us on Wednesday, March 26 at 6:00 PM for our
MMOC Penance Service. Individual confessions will be
available.

Cathedral Individual Confessions

Priests will be available to hear individual confessions
at St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral on Monday, April
14 at 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM.

Stations of the Cross

Devotions are held at 4:00 PM every Friday during Lent
through April 11. Eucharistic Exposition and individual
confessions will take place prior to Stations of the Cross
at 3:00 - 3:50 PM.

“Making a Good Confession” Booklets

There are many opportunities available during this
season of Lent to receive the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion. Lent is a season of repentance, turning away from
sin and preparing ourselves to celebrate the Resurrec-
tion. Jesus invites us to receive His mercy and healing.
He is waiting for us to come to Him.

“Making a Good Confession” helps us understand the
Sacrament in a new and deeper way using Scripture,
engaging commentary, and questions for reflection.
These booklets are available FREE at the main entranc-
es of the Church.

MMOC Fish Fry }J; 2D
Our second and final Fish Fry will be 75+« 735 =
on Friday, March 28 from 4:30 to 7:00 >~ _  _ mjg
PM. Dine-in or carry-out. Choose from

baked or fried cod served with coleslaw, baked potato or
fries, and a roll. A two piece dinner is $13 and three
piece dinner is $16. Kids Menu is grilled cheese, fries
and fruit for $5. Beer, wine and dessert will be available
at dine-in for an additional cost. There are sign-up
sheets for volunteers in the Gathering Space.

Church Cleaning on April 5

We are looking for 25 volunteers and one hour of your
time to clean the church on Saturday, April 5 at 8 AM.
This is a good way for students to earn service hours
and for parish members to work together to help keep
our church clean while getting to know one another! The
parish will supply the rags and cleaning solution (an all-
natural product). Volunteers are encouraged to bring a 1
-gallon bucket. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
at the main entrance of the church.

Silver Jubilee of our Parish

Mary, Mother of the Church was official established on
April 9, 2000. We will celebrate this milestone on the
weekend of April 5-6. On Saturday, the mosaic of Divine
Mercy will be blessed at the 4:00 PM Mass. A celebrato-
ry dinner of meatballs and buttered noodles will be
served after the Mass. The dinner is free and no reser-
vations are required. On Sunday, free donuts and a con-
tinental breakfast will be served by members of Music
Ministry in the parish hall after the 8:00 AM and 10:00
AM Masses. Let’s celebrate the good things that have
happened during the past 25 years as Mary, Mother of
the Church looks forward to our future as we focus on
His Life and His Mission.

MMOC ALPHA - Come and See - Last Call!

Jesus’ first words in his public ministry were “Come
and See”. We invite you to bring your friends, family, co-
workers or anyone else who wants to explore the mean-
ing of life and the basics of the Christian faith in a friend-
ly, open and informal environment.

ALPHA is a series of interactive sessions that will take
place on Mondays from March 17 - June 2 from 6:00-
8:00 pm. Dinner is provided each night! There are 11
sessions in the Parish Hall and an in house retreat
weekend away May 9 - 10. To register you can email
alpha@mmoclacrosse.org.

Family Life
Requiescat in Pace
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Edward
Faas, Elizabeth Dayton and George Olson. Our pray-
ers and sincere sympathy are extended to their fami-
lies and friends who mourn their loss. Eternal rest

grant onto them, O Lord, and may perpetual light
shine upon them.
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March 16, 2025

Faith Formation

OCIA: Rite of Election and Call to Continuing
Conversion

The Rite of Election and the Call to Continuing
Conversion was held at the Cathedral of St. Joseph
the Workman on Sunday, March 9. This rite is an oc-
casion that marks entry into the period of Purification
and Enlightenment that coincides with Lent. It is a
wonderful opportunity for catechumens and candi-
dates to see the larger Church, be introduced to their
new Cathedral, and receive the grace of the Rite.

Please pray for our candidates who are preparing to
enter into the full communion of the Catholic Church
at the Easter Vigil: Ann Lorenz, Ashley Wateski, Co-
rey Myers, Keila Ryan, Leah Brandner, and Sharyn
Jordan.

Father of love and power, it is your will to establish
everything in Christ and to draw us into his all-
embracing love. Please guide our candidates in the
days and weeks ahead: strengthen them in their vo-
cation, build them into the kingdom of your Son, and
seal them with the Spirit of your promise. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen
Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for them!

Family Faith Formation
Family Faith Formation meets this Wednesday, March
12 from 5:30 PM - 6:45 PM. We begin our next
monthly topic: The Sacrament of Reconciliation - per-
fect for this time of Lent.

Children Preparing for First Holy Communion

A reminder that all families with children preparing to
receive the Sacrament of the most Holy Eucharist will
have a meeting with both parents (at least 1) and chil-
dren on Wednesday, March 19 from 5:30 to 6:45 PM.

Overnight Retreat for Middle School Students
; EYouth in 6th-8th grades are invited to
¥ partake in a transformative overnight re-
sfdb g treat on April 4-5. The youth will engage
&r in their faith in fun and interactive ways!
o This is a great way for your middle
=" schoolers to make memories with their
friends all while being inspired to better love and fol-
low Jesus. The retreat will take place at Mary Mother
of the Church parish. To sign up, please scan the QR
code. Registration deadline is March 28th- cost is
$20. For more information, contact Samuel Obert-
sobert@mmoclacrosse.org.

Save the Date: Vacation Bible School 2025

As your plans start shaping up for the summer be
sure to save August 4 - 8 for Vacation Bible School!
Vacation Bible School is for children entering Kinder-
garten through 5th grade and will take place from
9:00am-Noon at Mary, Mother of the Church. More
details and registration information to come! Adult and
teen volunteers will be needed to make this a suc-
cess. If interested in volunteering please reach out to
Kristin Johnson 608-788-5483 ext. 4.

Social Justice

Warming Center Volunteers on Tuesday, March 18

Food & Milk: Sue Pretasky, Clare Ruff, Mary T. Rinzel
OPEN, Dorothy Holtz (milk) (to be delivered to 413 S. 3rd
St. by 6:30 PM)

Intake: Mary Olson, Phil Klar, Shannon Klar, Riley Klar, Sa-
rah Kopski, Jennifer Friedman (6:30 PM - 9:00 PM)

Morning Volunteer: Brad and Lynn Sturm (6:00 AM - 8:30
AM Wed.)

Helping hands are always welcome. If you are interested in
volunteering please contact Mary Olson at 651-301-0989 or
Molson@mmoclacrosse.org.

Men’s Club

Hoops Mania - Last Chance!
The Men’s Club is sponsoring the HoopsMa-

; Bl Ta ]
the Building & Vision Funds as well as the f-::,"'_‘_ TRo
Aquinas 7th grade Scholarships. Game cards :
are on sale until March 17. There are several options:

« Contact any Men’s Club member.
e Online at www.charitymania.com/give/LF019
o Or scan the QR code and make a $10 donation.

Men’s Club Food Drive

The Men’s Club is organizing a food drive during the month
of March and donations will go to Catholic Charities of La
Crosse. Paper bags with a list of needed non-perishable
food items will be available after Masses for the next two
weeks. Please return the food donations at the weekend
Masses during the weekends of March 22-23 and 29-30.
Thank you for your generosity.

Around the Diocese

Mass of Reparation

On March 27 at 10 AM at St. Joseph the Workman Cathe-
dral, Bishop Battersby will conduct a Mass of Reparation.
Every clergy, religious and lay person is invited and encour-
aged to attend.

What is a “Reparation Mass”? “It is when we humbly and
truthfully acknowledge our sins and surrender ourselves
with confidence into the loving and merciful arms of our
heavenly Father. In the words of Pope Francis, we offer the
heart of Christ a new possibility of spreading in this world
the flames of his ardent and gracious love. We give him
permission to remove all the barriers we have created and
unleash his unconquerable Love upon ourselves and upon
the world. That is reparation.

From start to finish reparation is a divine work, wrought by
Jesus in his Passion and Resurrection. We, the members of
his Body, get to participate in it."

Is God Calling You?

The Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration are hosting a
Discernment Day called AGLOW on Saturday, April 5. Visit
St. Rose Convent in La Crosse, Wisconsin and learn how to
hear God's call for your life. Call 608-782-5610 or
email vocations@fspa.org to learn more, or visit FSPA.org
to register before March 28th. All are welcome!
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Mary, Mother of the Church

17th Annual La Crosse Lenten Luncheon

Bishop Gerard Battersby and Catholic Charities cordi-
ally invite you to the 17th Annual La Crosse Lenten
Luncheon on Wednesday, March 26 at Holy Cross Dioc-
esan Center. Gourmet soup, salad and bread will be
served. The cost is $30 per person or you may reserve a
table of 4 for $120. Reception begins at 11:30 AM and
the event concludes at 1:00 PM.

This year Bishop Emeritus William Callahan will be
honored with the In My Name Award.

RSVP at https://cclse.org/la-crosse-lenten-luncheon or
by calling 608-782-0710 before March 21 as seating is
limited.

Lenten Mass and Soup Dinner

Holy Trinity Parish, 13th St and Park Ave. will have
Mass at 5:30 p.m. on the five Tuesdays during Lent fol-
lowed by a Soup Supper in Leo Hall-Free will offering.
Hosted by St. Anne’s Ladies and Holy Trinity Men’s
Club. All are welcome.

A Minute with Jesus

Jesus is the “living Bread from Heaven.” Jesus said, |
am the living bread that came down from Heaven; who-
ever eats this bread will live forever” (John 6:51). Jesus
gave this living bread for the first time to His Apostles at
the Last Supper. Jesus give this living Bread to us in Ho-
ly Communion. The living Bread is Jesus Himself. Let’s
pray this right now and every day this week: Jesus,
please strengthen my faith to believe that You are the
“living Bread” received in Holy Communion.

Weekly Mass Intentions
Tuesday, March 18, 2025
7:30 AM 1 Earl Johnson
By Mark and Sue Halter
Wednesday, March 19, 2025
7:30 AM 1t Gloria Hundt
By Richard and Patricia Krause
Thursday, March 20, 2025
7:30 AM 1 Shirley Hallberg
By Mike Juran
2:00 PM Service of the Word at Hillview Healthcare
Center
Friday, March 21, 2025
7:30 AM 1 Philip Weissenberger
By Mike Ehrsam
Saturday, March 22, 2025
4:00 PM Living and deceased members of the
Shriver Family
By Richard Shriver
Sunday, March 23, 2025
8:00 AM t Clifford Johnson
By Sharon Johnson
10:00 AM Pro Populo

The Rosary is prayed before each weekday Mass
Tuesday through Friday beginning at 7:05 AM.

Liturgical Roles March 22-23

Minister of Holy Communion

4:00 PM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

Lector
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Server
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Cantor
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Musician
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Sacristan
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Gift Bearer
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Greeter
4:00 PM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

Scrip Seller
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Hospitality
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Live Streamer

4:00 PM

Sue Ernster, Gary Heilman, Linda Heilman,
Jim Klock, Dawn Kutt, Steve Lefever,
Christine J Nelson

Deacon Terry Bell, Charles Heiderscheit, Mike
Keogh, Sue Moyle, Anita Olson, Steve
Young, Tom Reichenbacher

Deacon Terry Bell, Carol Forer, Jo Beth Gaul,
Susan Halter, Shannon Klar, Linda Schwartz,
Patti Sherry

Chris Schlegel, Mark Outzen
Donna Keogh, Bob Mahr
Fred Berneking, Mary Olson

Aubrey Jakes, Ellyana Jakes
Ryann Klar, Matthew Klar
Louie Berendes, Hank Berendes

Therese van Oss
Lisa Conzemius
Christine J Nelson

Mary Jo Lium
Natalie Solverson
Natalie Solverson

OPEN
OPEN
Mike Wuensch

OPEN, Ben Gerling
Jennifer Miller, Lance Miller
Lisa Doering, Sam Horman, Casey Horman

Phil Watson (Lead), Patrick Hogan, Neil
Kumm, Kevin Moyle, Jim Spielbauer, Mike
Weissenberger, Joan Weissenberger, Joe
Riemer

Sue Groetsch (Lead), OPEN, Donna Burns,
Allan Baumler, Peggy Baumler, Kerry
Groetsch, Isabel Harden, Mary Lawrence
Polly Berendes (Lead), Charlotte Berendes,
Chuck Berendes, Elly Binsfeld, Anna Binsfeld,
Gabriella Stratman, Gavin Stratman, Trisha
Stratman

Vickie Kloss, Heidi Schlegel
Mary Genz, Karen Perry
Tammy Byington, Lisa Doering

Cindy Klar, Bob Klar
Pat Houlihan, Kathy Houlihan

Joseph van Oss



Divine Mercy Mosaic

The May 12, 2024, bulletin article provided a bit of his- -

tory regarding the use of mosaics. This article has been
updated and reprinted below to include images of the
Divine Mercy mosaic.

At its very basics, mosaic art is the creation of patterns 2
or pictures using small pieces of materials such as clay, #&l:
marble, glass, tiles, or stones. These small pieces, called Mg

tesserae, are hand-cut by the artist using a mosaic ham-
mer and hardie or tile nippers. The art of creating mosa-

ics requires the artist to first sketch the basic design on R

the surface and choose the color patterns. Then, after
applying a cement-like substance to adhere the tesserae
into place, they arrange the tesserae to create their mas-

terpiece. ‘2‘; e o being covered by
The creation of mosaics dates back at least 4,000 f’( /L] 5;" LB the remaining
years! The earliest mosaics found in Mesopotamia A - glass.

(present-day Iraq) were dated to the 3rd millennium BC.
Early mosaics were difficult and time-consuming to cre-
ate; thus, they were status symbols. They were often
found in the king’s palace and at the entries to the royal
cities.

The earliest signs of Christian mosaic art, 320-330 AD,
were intermixed into Roman mosaics depicting their
gods. Until Christianity was made legal by Emperor Con-
stantine, artists created these Roman mosaics and hid
scenes from the Old and New Testaments within. During
the Middle Ages (500-1500 AD), mosaics continued to be
a popular art form used to adorn mausoleums, churches,
and other important buildings. During these years, this
artistry began to increase in intricacy, and the people de-
picted became more realistic in their appearance. Alt-
hough mosaics lost
their popularity during
the Renaissance Peri-
od, St. Peter’s Basilica
honored this artistic
tradition by choosing
mosaics for its decor.
Today, we can find
mosaics in subways, |
restrooms, restaurants,

cover walls, floors, ceil-
ings, benches, or ta-
bles. Wherever mosa- |
ics are, this ancient
and elegant art form brings beauty and uniqueness.

Artists at Inspired Artisans in Milwaukee designed our :

mosaic, the sketch, and the full-size cartoon on paper.
It’s one-of-a-kind. The chosen tesserae was Venetian
glass. Venetian glass is formed by combining three lay-
ers of glass, resulting in a deep, dimensional surface tex-
ture that uniquely captures light.

Computer-generated sketch A layer of hand-blown

glass ensures that no two %
pieces are identical, and the original color will be the

and parks. They can

B8l in Ravenna — one

| of the few places
4 in the world with
o1 this skill level. The
d Venetian  glass
was applied to
honeycomb  alu-
minum panels,
except for a few
strategic  places,

84 so the panels can
&3 be screwed into
'the stone wall of
s our church before

b=

AN

Up close image of Jesus’
face and hands

the creation process of mo- B
saics, you can find videos g
on YouTube! Next week’s 7 '
article will discuss the {3
basic design elements of"
our Divine Mercy mosaic &
and share any updates on _
the project’s progress. '
As the preparation work
continues and we awaitg
confirmation of shipment F§=
from ltaly to Milwaukee, we 4
ask Jesus to have mercy [
on us and on the whole &5

Sl B

Example of sketched and finished
medallion.

same for millennia. It was hand-blown in Venice. The | 2

three panels are made of at least 60,000 tesserae, with
an average surface of 3/8 of an inch square. Due to the
intricacies involved with this mosaic, such as the eyes,
fingers, and lips of Jesus, Inspired Artisans commis-
sioned an expert artisan close to Carrara, Italy. Schooled

STt TN

Artisan workshop
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LIFE INSURANCE * DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE * RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

RKB Accounting & Tax Service, LLC
Reginald “Kim” Boldon, CPA, MBA

Accounting, Bookkeeping, Payroll, Income Tax Services &
Tax Resolution Services for Individuals, Small and Medium Size Businesses.

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

1314 Johnson St. * La Crosse, WI 54601
BBB (608) 782-6433 * rkboldon@rkbcpa.com
Website: www.rkbcpa.com
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Sean O’Flaherty
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Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963
‘Living the Dream’

PURVEYORS OF
FINE MEATS AND SEAFOOD

DAN’s SHOE REPAIR
Serving You Since 1935

608-782-3775

dansshoerepairlax.com

112 5th Ave. N. » La Crosse, W1 54601
2760 Hemstock St., La Crosse, Wi 54603
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TRUSTPOINT
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Proud of being a part of the new expansion!
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™ CALLNOW!

+ Ambulance/Police
v Family/Friends
v/ GPS & Fall Alert

Serving the Coulee Region since 1970

info@abtscomputer.com|1-608-620-5515

608-788-3310
4239 MORMON COULEE RD + LA CROSSE, WI

Kirchner Custom

Builders, Inc.
New Homes & Light Commercial
Marty and Tony Kirchner | (608) 782-3087
2809 28th Street S La Crosse Wi 54601

com

HILLVIEW TERRACE
ASSISTED LIVING &
CARROLL HEIGHTS
SENIOR APARTMENTS
Call today! (608) 785-5500 ext. 1
www.lacrossecounty.org/hillview

WWW. com | martyjki
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Mary Mother of the Church, La Crosse, WI



