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MOTHER

OF THE CHURCH

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

‘BLESSED.

LUKE 6:20

The 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES

Saturday Vigil 4 PM
Sunday 8 AM & 10 AM
Tuesday—Friday 7:30 AM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 PM or
by appointment.

HEARING ASSISTANCE

Hearing devices are available. See s for
additional information, especially for
hearing aids paired with Bluetooth.

THE ROSARY
Prayed before each weekday Mass

Tuesday - Friday beginning at 7:05 AM.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday—Friday 8 AM - 3 PM

Contact the parish office to register,
schedule a baptism, schedule a wedding
(six months notice required), and to

request the Sacrament of the Sick.

SCRIP

Scrip is sold before and after all weekend
Masses and in the parish office on
Fridays from 8 AM - 3 PM.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Requests are due to the office by Mon-
day in written format.

PARISH CONTACTS

Rev. Brian D. Konopa ext. 3
Pastor
frkonopa(@mmoclacrosse.org

Rev. Mr. Terry Bell ext. 6

788-5483

Deacon: Adult Faith Formation, RCIA/OCIA

thell @mmocl acrosse.org

Andy Foley ext. 9
Buildings and Grounds
afol e)/@mmoc] acrosse.org

Mary Jo Lium ext. 8
Sacred Music
mjlium @mmoc]acrosse. org

Tammy Zoroufy ext.2
Finance Assistant
finance@mmodacrosse. org

Sr. Meg Earsley, FSPA  ext. 2
Evangelizing Mission
mearsley(@mmoclacrosse.org
Therese van Oss ext. 0

Funeral Coordinator
tVGHOSS@mmOC]GCrOSSC. org

Sr. Kathy Stuttgen, FSPA ext. 7
Ministry with the Elderly and Sick
kstuttgen @fspa. org
Jennifer-Marie Burchell ext. 1

Office Assistant
secretar}/@mmoc]acrosse. org

JOURNEY TOGETHER IN CHRIST
FAITH FORMATION

Kristin Johnson ext. 4

Director of Family Faith Formation
kjohnson (@mmoclacrosse. org

Samuel Obert ext. 5

Director of Youth Faith Formation
sobert(@mmoclacrosse. org

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Ted Knutson 784-8585
President

Tara Key 782-5998
Principal, Cathedral School

Kate Moll 782-5564
Principal, Blessed Sacrament School

Angela Koblitz 783-5483
Principal, St. Patrick School, Onalaska

Adam Poellinger
Principal, Aquinas Middle School 784-0156
Principal, Aquinas High School ~ 784-0287

OUR MISSION
Mary, Mother of the Church
parishioners are called to be
the People of God, formed by
the Holy Word and nourished
by the Holy Eucharist. We joy-
fully share our faith and gifts of
time, talent, and treasure. We
are committed to serve all
God's people in the building of
the Kingdom.

2006 Weston St.

La Crosse WI 54601

(608) 788-5483

mmoclacrosse.org mmoc.blog mmoc.mobi



The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Silver Circle

The Silver Circle is a gathering of anyone retired that
would like to share a meal and fellowship. Come share
a potluck meal with friends followed by Bingo on Thurs-
day, February 20 at noon.

Girl Scout Cookies

Satisfy your sweet tooth! Girl Scout Troop 4654 will be
selling cookies next weekend (Feb 22- 24) after all
Masses.

Ash Wednesday Schedule - March 5
No 7:30 AM Mass this day

12 Noon Mass (livestreamed)

5:30 PM Mass

Old Palms

If you are looking for a way to dispose of blessed
palms, there is a box in the gathering space for this pur-
pose. We will dispose of them in a proper manner. Tra-
ditionally, the ashes from blessed palms are used for
Ash Wednesday.

Parish Directories

If you participated in the parish pictorial directory and
have not picked up your copy, they are available in the
parish office beginning this week. Parish directories
should be available for purchase at the end of February.

Funeral Luncheon Volunteers

It's time for Arian Arens and Sue Hansen to turn in their
aprons and pass the torch to new funeral lunch direc-
tors. Arian wants to retire from her duties, but will con-
tinue to work funeral lunches. Sue is moving to the
Marshfield area. ldeally, there would be two people for
each position so the duties can be shared. You will also
get training to hep you feel very comfortable in the tran-
sition. Please consider stepping up for a great cause in
our parish. Men are also welcome. It would be wonder-
ful to have replacements by April. For more information
contact Arian 608-317-3387 or Sue 608-792-4910.

MMOC ALPHA - Come and See

Jesus’ first words in his public ministry
were “Come and See”. We invite you to
bring your friends, family, co-workers or @

anyone else who wants to explore the
meaning of life and the basics of the Chris-
tian faith in a friendly, open and informal environment.
ALPHA is a series of interactive sessions that will take
place on Mondays from March 17 - June 2 from 6:00-
8:00 pm. Dinner is provided each night! There are 11
sessions in the Parish Hall and an in house retreat
weekend away May 9 - 10.
To sign up please email alpha@mmoclacrosse.org

Italy Pilgrimage

2025 is a Jubilee Year — Pilgrims of Hope — and we will
head to Italy! We will tour many holy sites and historic
locations while visiting Rome, Assisi, and other cities. In
addition to our pilgrimage to the Shrines of ltaly, pil-
grims should consider signing up for the pre-trip to Flor-
ence and Venice. Those attending the pre-trip will travel
to Venice on September 25. Those partaking in the
main portion of the trip will depart for Rome on Septem-

ber 30 and then travel by bus to Assisi, where they will
meet up with the pre-trip travelers. On October 8, after
an early breakfast, we will depart for the airport and re-
turn home. The pilgrimage costs $5194/person, and the
pre-trip costs $1978/person. These costs include round
trip airfare from La Crosse, 8 nights of hotel accommo-
dations (+4 nights of accommodations for the pre-trip),
breakfast and dinner daily, wine and mineral water with
dinners, motor coach transportation while on pilgrimage,
luggage handling, tips for hotel and restaurant staff,
sightseeing and admission fees for all sights on the itin-
erary, and professional, local Catholic guides. Costs not
included are lunches and beverages not mentioned, as
well as tips for the guide and bus driver. To register for
the pilgrimage and pay your deposit of $500, visit
www.206tours.com/frkonopa. The trip balance is due 90
days before departure: July 1, 2025. If you have any
questions, please contact Linda Schwartz at
Ischwartz@mmoclacrosse.org.

Faith Formation

Family Faith Formation

Family Faith Formation meets this Wednesday, Febru-
ary 19 from 5:30 PM - 6:45 PM. Join us for some fun
family activities to help us get ready for Lent as well as a
family prayer experience focusing on our monthly topic
of the Holy Trinity.

Men’s Club

Hoops Mania Kick-off

The Men’s Club is sponsoring the HoopsMa-

nia March Madness Basketball raffle! Game

cards are $10 each. Funds raised will sup- 1335

port the Building & Vision Funds as well as [a]f;

the Aquinas 7th grade Scholarships. Game

cards are on sale until March 17. There are several op-

tions:

e« The Men’s Club will be selling game cards after all
weekend Masses through March 17.

« Contact any Men’s Club member.

e Online via the HoopsMania website at https://
www.charitymania.com/give/LF019

o Or scan the QR code and make a $10 donation.

Family Life

Welcomed to the Waters of Baptism

Congratulations to Olivia Mae Moyer who was baptized
on February 9, 2025. We welcome her to God’s family
with great joy!

Requiescat in Pace

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Sandra
Roob, Helen Heiser and Steve Weiland. Our prayers
and sincere sympathy are extended to the families
and friends who mourn their loss. Eternal rest grant
onto them, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine up-
on them.

Social Justice

Warming Center Volunteers on Tuesday, Feb. 18
Food & Milk: Patti Nimocks, Tracy Mullaney, Joy Hen-
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nessy (milk) (to be delivered to 413 S. 3rd St. by 6:30
PM

Intake: Mary Olson, Nancy Imhoff, Heidi Korger,
James Lewis, Sarah Kopski, OPEN (this needs to be
a man)(6:30 PM - 9:00 PM)

Morning Volunteer: Brad Sturm, Lynn Sturm, (6:00
AM - 8:30 AM Wed.)

Helping hands are always welcome. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering please contact Mary Olson at
651-301-0989 or Molson@mmaoclacrosse.org.

Diocesan Annual Appeal

Thank you for supporting the Diocesan Annual Ap-
peal. We have surpassed our goal! Any funds above
the target amount of $116,570 will be returned to the
parish.

“For we are co-workers; you are God's
tield, God's building.” 1 Cormthisns 39

DIOLC ORG/COWORKER

GOAL $116,570
ooyl $117,451.75

Kwik Trip Scrip

Kwik Trip has a short-term special rebate this
month! That means every purchase of Kwik Trip
scrip from February 9 through the end of the month
will receive a 10% rebate.

Just a reminder that after twelve months of non-
use there is a $2 monthly service fee deducted from
the remaining balance on cards.

Around the Diocese

Lay Formation Institute - An Adventure in Faith
. E Registration is now open for the next two
e -year lay formation cycle that begins in
' the fall of 2025. Draw closer to Christ
% and deepen your knowledge of the Faith
= in a joyful community of learners! See
the complete information and application
form at diolc.org/lay-formation or use your
smartphone’s camera to scan the QR code Please
discuss this with your pastor and contact the Office for
Ministies and Social Concerns at  minis-
tries@diolc.org or call 608-791-0161.

Healing Service

You are invited to a Healing Service on Monday,
March 3, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Cashton,
WI. This special evening offers an opportunity to ex-
perience God's grace through prayer, worship, and
individual prayer ministry. Schedule: 4:30 PM: Adora-

tion and Confession 5:30 PM: Mass 6:00 PM: Corporate
Prayer for Healing 7:00 PM: Individual Healing Ministry (for
those seeking additional prayers) 9:00 PM. For more infor-
mation please contact Sara Clements, 608.385.5283.

Custodial Position at St. Patrick Parish

St. Patrick Parish is seeking a full-time custodian. Respon-
sibilities include routine deep cleaning of all areas within the
church, maintenance of the building and grounds, snow re-
moval, minor maintenance projects and other assigned du-
ties. Experience is helpful but not required as training will be
provided. Hours are flexible. Contact Deacon Frank at 608-
783-5535 or email deaconfrank@stpatsonalaska.com.

Jubilee 2025 Evening of Hope

You are invited to participate in an Evening of
Hope with Bishop Battersby on February 22

at 4pm at St. Joseph the Workman Cathe- - 33
dral. Bishop Battersby will celebrate the 4:30

p.m. Mass and impart the Papal Blessing with

the attached plenary indulgence. A Holy Hour

will follow Mass, during which Bishop Batters-

by will offer a jubilee reflection on hope. Confessions will
also be heard. The event will end with closing benediction
at 7:00 PM.

Jubilee 2025 - “Pray as Pilgrims of Hope”

We live in a time of much anxiety, fear, unsettledness and
discontent. The theme for this Jubilee Year 2025 should
capture our attention, with its focus on hope. Hope is an
incredible virtue which is given to us by God at baptism that
disposes us to live in relationship with the Blessed Trinity.
Hope is the virtue “by which we desire the Kingdom of
Heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust
in Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength,
but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit” (CCC #1817).
During this Year of Hope, “let us lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with persever-
ance the race that is set before us, keeping our eyes fixed
on Jesus” (Heb. 12:1-2).

One way to participate in Jubilee 2025 is to receive the
sacraments on a more frequent basis. The sacrament of the
holy Eucharist - Jesus Himself - opens our eyes to see His
power and love in action in our daily lives and those around
us. Let us join the parish family in gathering together each
Sunday to be strengthened in the powerful gift of hope.

Agquinas Catholic Schools

Aquinas School Enroliment

Enroliment for the 2025-2026 school year is now open

to current and new families.

o Cathedral Elementary School (La Crosse): 3P - Gr. 2

o St. Patrick Elementary School (Onalaska): 3P- Gr. 6

o Blessed Sacrament Elementary School (La Crosse):
Gr.3-6

o Aquinas Middle School (La Crosse): Gr. 7-8

e Aquinas High School (La Crosse): Gr. 9-12

Aquinas Catholic Schools is a Christ-centered family devot-

ed to nurturing students of all faiths through educational ex-

cellence in its vibrant Catholic tradition. Contact (608) 784-

8585, or info@aquinasschools.org, or visit

www.aquinasschools.org/enrollment to get started.
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Mary, Mother of the Church

Unplug! Set an easy goal
The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, March 5. It is
helpful to decide on what we will do before Lent actually
begins so that we are ready on Ash Wednesday. Would
you like to “unplug” from screens by setting an easy goal
of time to fast? There will be a simple theme for each
week to help stay committed:

oSet aside social media and phones

oStep out of your comfort zone

eStand tall against what is difficult

eSpend time with family

eSavor Sacred Scripture - renew your mind

eSee better what is true, good and beautiful

A Minute with Jesus

The Lord always comes in to strengthen and confirm
our faith in response to our desire to believe. He actually
even uses our hesitation in accepting His Real Presence
in the Eucharist to bring us to a deeper, more lively faith
in the truth of this mystery.

Let’s pray this right now and every day this week: Je-
sus, please strengthen my faith to believe that You are
truly present in the holy Eucharist.
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Weekly Mass Intentions
Tuesday, February 18, 2025
7:30 AM 1 Cassidy Elsen
By The Elsen Family
Wednesday, February 19, 2025
7:30 AM 1 Cameron Sokolik
By Sue Halter
Thursday, February 20, 2025
7:30 AM T Philip Weissenberger
By Mike Ehrsam
2:00 PM Service of the Word at Hillview Healthcare
Center
Friday, February 21, 2025
7:30 AM 1 CeCe Lewis
By Virginia Horstman
Saturday, February 22, 2025
4:00 PM 1 Paul Harris
By Tom and Mary Dahly
Sunday, February 23, 2025
8:00 AM Pro Populo
10:00 AM t Dick Branson
By Diane Branson

g

The Rosary is prayed before each weekday Mass
Tuesday through Friday beginning at 7:05 AM.
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Liturgical Roles February 22-23

Minister of Holy Communion

4:00 PM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

Lector
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Server

4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Cantor
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Musician
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Sacristan
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Gift Bearer
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Greeter

4:00 PM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

Scrip Seller

4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Hospitality
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Live Streamer

4:00 PM

Kelly Jakes, Dawn Kutt, Mark Misch, Kevin
Moyle, Christine J Nelson, Mark Outzen,
Chris Schlegel

OPEN, Pat Burns, Donna Burns

Mike Keogh, Francesca Ortmeier, Erica
Stanek, Steve Young

OPEN, OPEN, John Conzemius,

Anne Kernan, Kimberly Krejchik, Mary Olson,
Barbara Stetzer

Therese van Oss, Joseph van Oss
Pattie Nimocks, Fred Berneking
Linda Gillette, Sarah Scarlet

Aubrey Jakes, Ellyana Jakes
Britton Stanek, Porter Stanek

Louie Berendes, Hank Berendes

Mary Kulas
Haylee Pagenkopf
Rick Wilson

Mary Jo Lium
Mary Jo Lium
Mary Jo Lium

Linda Kloet
Dan Skiles
Anne Kerman

Steve Klar, Erin Klar
Jennifer Friedman, Stephanie Schmitt
The McKenna Family, Shannon Klar

Phil Watson (Lead), Arian Arens, Jackson
Harpenau, Patrick Hogan, Neil Kumm, Joe
Riemer, Steve Schaub, Chris Schlegel
Allan Baumler (Lead), Peggy Baumler, Pat
Burns, Isabel Harden, Cindy Klar, Bob Klar,
Dave Lawrence, Rosie Pennebecker

Polly Berendes (Lead), Charlotte Berendes,
Chuck Berendes, Jackson Massa, Carol
Forer, Harper Solverson, Mike Wintheiser,
Brenda Wintheiser

Vickie Kloss, Sue Olson
Mary Genz, Karen Perry
Sue Pretasky, Sheri Skelton

Dave Ortmeier, Francesca Ortmeier
Debbie Hayes, Trisha Stratman

Joseph van Oss



@ A devout Catholic...

Recently, the Vice-
President offered what
seems to be a repeated
trope these days, viz.,
the Catholic Church is
increasing her financial
health by accepting
grants from the federal government. Our government
asks to use our on the ground expertise to assist mi-
grants. Not only do we not get rich from this association
but we actually spend more than any of the government
grants contribute. We do what the government won'’t or
can’'t. We don't ask about a migrant’'s status when
someone approaches us who is hungry, thirsty or in
need of shelter. We serve Christ, following the biblical
imperative: whatsoever you do to the least of my peo-
ple... cf. Matthew 25:40-45). Perhaps you don’t know
this, but the Catholic Church is the largest provider of
social services in the world, and only second in the
United States, behind the federal government. You
should be proud of the fact that together by God’s
grace we accomplish much in answering the scriptural
mandate to love. Cardinal Dolan replied to the Vice-
President perfectly, he called Vance’s assertion, a scur-
rilous lie. As | told Representative Marjorie Taylor
Greene who made a similar accusation, the Church is
not in charge of the border, the federal government is,
time to quit the sleight of hand Congress and do your
job.

What intrigued me was not the accusation from the
Vice-President but the assertion that, and this some-
how justified their positions, they were devout Catho-
lics. President Biden repeatedly asserted this about
himself. It seems to me to be a rather unusual thing to
say about oneself, kind of like asserting that you're ex-
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traordinarily handsome. The appellation so it would
seem come from others who viewed repeatedly one’s
integrity as a Catholic man or woman. Being a devout
Catholic would seem to be a good thing to aim for in
the life of discipleship, but is it? The only degree in the
life of a Catholic is sanctity. There are saints, that is,
those set apart for Christ and on the path of sanctity
and those who by their own choices are not. Being a
devout Catholic is simply being Catholic, only heroism
whose ardor is given by God, sets one apart as an ex-
emplar of discipleship, that’'s what we call a saint. Each
of us are called to be saints, it is said, it is the only real
tragedy in life if we do not become so.

The people in my life who taught me the most about
the journey of faith, taught me that it was not about
them, not about me, it was about Jesus. Jesus is the
vine, we are the branches, without him we can do noth-
ing (cf. John 15:5). Let Jesus make you a saint. Your
job and mine is to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, to sur-
render to him that his plan may be accomplished in us,
to say in wonder and with some trepidation with St. Pe-
ter: to whom shall we go Lord, you have the words of
everlasting life (cf. John 6:68). To be a Catholic is a
great gift from God. It is given to us so that you and |
might be witnesses for others sake. Jesus gives a ra-
ther powerful commandment to those who profess their
love for him: if you love me, keep my commandments.
(John 14:15). Let’s keep his commandments for love of
him, lets forsake all other paths as good as they might
seem, let's become the saints we're called to be, let’'s
be Catholic.

Most Reverend Gerard W. Battersby
Bishop of La Crosse

“44d Freedom in Forgiveness

Our relationship with Christ is many things.
He is your refuge, someone to celebrate
your joys, mourn with you in your sorrows,
and is the one to break the chains that bind
you. What are the chains that bind you? The
world tries to convince you that the baggage
you carry is not too heavy and that you prob-
ably deserve to carry that burden. But that is
a lie. Christ wants you to be set free. There
is Freedom in Forgiveness!

Maybe you have been carrying around the
same burden for a long time. Maybe you re-
ally don’t understand forgiveness, how to
forgive others, or how to forgive yourself.
You may have forgotten what it feels like to
be free. Join men from all over the Diocese
of La Crosse and beyond, to experience
Freedom in Forgiveness through Mass, in-
spiring talks, honest discussion and fellow-
ship. The Church needs men to live free,
allowing them to help other men break the
chains that bind them so they may also live
the joy-filled life that Christ wants for us.
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RKB Accounting & Tax Service, LLC
Reginald “Kim” Boldon, CPA, MBA

Accounting, Bookkeeping, Payroll, Income Tax Services &
Tax Resolution Services for Individuals, Small and Medium Size Businesses.

OUR PARISH ¢) 1314 Johnson St. » La Crosse, WI 54601

BBB (608) 782-6433 * rkboldon@rkbcpa.com
Website: www.rkbcpa.com
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Catholic Identity Since 1929
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Sean O’Flahert “Experience The Difference’
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DAN’s SHOE REPAIR
Serving You Since 1935

608-782-3775

dansshoerepairlax.com
112 5th Ave. N. » La Crosse, W1 54601
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PURVEYORS OF
FINE MEATS AND SEAFOOD

2760 Hemstock St., La Crosse, Wi 54603
bakalarssausage.com 784-0384

|s o Water Heaters ® Water Softeners ¢ Drinking Water Systems

I RI_IS I I OIN I Blocked Drains ® Service & Repair ® Maintenance ¢ Salt Delivery
i Water Cond. 608-781-8088

k Investments ¢ Trust  Since 1913  www.trustpointinc.com www.maxwel WWww.lacrossewaterpros.com

"? ABTS Proud of being a part of the new expansion! IF YOU LIVE ALONE Asiongsgs
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HILLVIEW TERRACE
ASSISTED LIVING &
X, CARROLL HEIGHTS
608-788-3310 SENIOR APARTMENTS
4239 MORMON COULEE RD - LA CROSSE, W1 @€Y || today! (608) 785-5500 ext. 1 |
Kirchner Custom www.lacrossecounty.org/hillview
Builders, Inc.
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FREE HOME
VALUATION

BILL & JILL
RAVEN
CLERS LR 3553

New Homes & Light Commercial
Marty and Tony Kirchner | (608) 782-3087
2809 28th Street S « La Crosse, WI 54601

WWW. com | martyjl com
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