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MARY

MOTHER

OF THE CHURCH

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES

Saturday Vigil 4 PM
Sunday 8 AM & 10 AM
Tuesday—Friday 7:30 AM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 PM or
by appointment.

HEARING ASSISTANCE

Hearing devices are available. See s for
additional information, especially for
hearing aids paired with Bluetooth.

THE ROSARY
Prayed before each weekday Mass

Tuesday - Friday beginning at 7:05 AM.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday—Friday 8 AM - 3 PM

Contact the parish office to register,
schedule a baptism, schedule a wedding
(six months notice required), and to
request the Sacrament of the Sick.

SCRIP

Scrip is sold before and after all week-
end Masses and in the parish office on
Fridays from 8 AM - 3 PM.

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Requests are due to the office by Mon-
day in written format.

PARISH STAFF 788-5483
Rev. Brian D. Konopa ext. 3
Pastor

frkonopa(@mmoclacrosse.org

Rev. Mr. Terry Bell ext. 6
Deacon - Adult Faith Formation
& RCIA/OCIA
thell@mmoclacrosse.org

Sr. Kathy Stuttgen, FSPA ext. 7
Ministry with the Elderly and Sick
kstuttgen@ﬁpa.org

Kristin Johnson ext. 4

Director of Family Faith Formation

kjohnson @mmoclacrosse. org

Samuel Obert ext. 5
Director of Youth Faith Formation

sobert@mmoc]acrosse. org
Therese van Oss ext. 0
Funeral Coordinator
tvanoss(@mmoclacrosse. org
Andy Foley ext. 9
Buildings and Grounds
afoley(@mmoclacrosse.org
Mary Jo Lium ext. 8

Sacred Music
mjlium(@mmoclacrosse.org

Mike Juran ext.2

Finance Assistant
finance(@mmoclacrosse.org

Sr. Meg Earsley, FSPA ext. 2
Bookkeeper

bookkeeper@mmoc] acrosse.org

Steve Young ext. 1
Office Assistant
SeCTetal:y@mmUClaCTOSSe. Org

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Ted Knutson 784-8585
President

Tara Key 782-5998
Principal, Cathedral School

Kate Moll 782-5564
Principal, Blessed Sacrament School

Angela Koblitz 783-5483
Principal, St. Patrick School, Onalaska

Andrew Bradley
Principal, Aquinas Middle School ~784-0156
Principal, Aquinas High School =~ 784-0287

OUR MISSION

Mary, Mother of the Church
parishioners are called to be the

People of God, formed by the

Holy Word and nourished by
the Holy Eucharist. We joyfully
share our faith and gifts of time,

talent, and treasure. We are

committed to serve all God's

people in the building of the

Kingdom.

2006 Weston St.

La Crosse WI 54601

(608) 788-5483

mmoclacrosse.org mmoc.blog mmoc.mobi
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Holy Hour & Mass for Life

On January 22 (Mon.) let us thank God for the overturn-
ing of Roe v. Wade and pray for greater protection of
the personhood of all unborn human life. There will be
Eucharistic Adoration at 6:30 AM, rosary at 7:00 AM,
and Mass at 7:30 AM.

2024 Mardi Gras W
Coulee Region Mardi Gras congratulates -

the newly revealed Rex and Queen of Mardi Gras 2023,
Phil & Shannon Klar of MMOC! Phil and Shannon will
officially begin their reign at the 2024 Mardi Gras Ball
which will be held on Saturday, January 27, from 4:30
PM until midnight at the Radisson Hotel Ballroom. Tick-
ets for the ball are on sale online until Jan. 27 at
www.lacrossemardigras.com.

See the website for more information on all the Mardi
Gras fun. All are invited to these events in support of
Aquinas Catholic Schools with funds raised going to-
ward classroom needs, tuition assistance, technology,
and fine arts programs.

Time for a New Ministry Schedule

We will soon begin working on a new Ministry Sched-
ule that will run from February through April for Lectors,
Cantors, Servers, Sacristan, Ministers of Holy Com-
munion, Greeters and Scrip Sellers. Please submit any
“Can’t Serve Dates” through the online scheduling tab
on the parish website, www.mmoclacrosse.org under
Ministry Scheduler or by calling the parish office, 788-
5483, ext. 1 by Jan. 18.

Please consider actively signing up for other Masses:
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 14), Holy Thursday (Mar. 28),
Good Friday (Mar. 29), Holy Saturday (Mar. 30).

National Catholic Schools Week

The kick off is Sunday, January 28. The students will
be celebrating in school during the week of January 29
to February 3. To start National Catholic Schools Week
at MMOC we would like to invite the children to join in
leading the 10 AM Mass on Sunday, January 28. The
kids will meet in the choir loft at 9:30 AM for a brief re-
hearsal before Mass. Similar to Christmas, choir mem-
bers will be singing with them.

Please let us know if your child(ren) will be joining us
by emailing Mary Jo Lium at mjlium@mmoclacrosse.org.
Thank you from Mrs. Lium & Mrs. Jensen-Henry for
supporting Catholic Schools and our Parish!

Family Life
New Parishioners
MMOC is delighted to welcome Roger & Arlene Young;
Patrick, Kailee, and Murphy Ryan; and Kathy Hogden to
the parish.

Welcomed to the Waters of Baptism

Congratulations to Briggs Liam Westpfahl who was
baptized on Jan. 7, 2024. We welcome him to God’s
family with great joy!
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Requiescant in Pace

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Mary Clem-
ents. Our prayers and sincere sympathy are extended to
the families and friends who mourn their loss. Eternal
rest grant onto them, O Lord, and may perpetual light
shine upon them.

50th Wedding Anniversaries &

Congratulations to all couples who are cele- ¥ ) )
brating their 50th Jubilee Wedding Anniver-

sary in 2024. The Diocese of La Crosse would like to
extend an invitation to bless your covenant love. Please
contact Steve by January 22 at 608-788-5483, x1, or
secretary@mmoclacrosse.org.

Marriage Preparation Retreats

The La Crosse Deanery, which consists of 14 area par-
ishes, will be offering Married Love: Two Becoming
One, a marriage preparation retreat for engaged cou-
ples on February 3, April 13, and July 13. These retreats
will take place at Blessed Sacrament Parish. To register
email: laxmpretreat@gmail.com with the name of the
bride & groom, their contact information, retreat date
requested, wedding date, and parish. Cost is $100 per
couple. Register at least one month prior to the retreat.

Coffee and Kids 1/19

Calling all parents, please join us on the third Friday of
each month for coffee and conversation as our children
play! We will meet from 8:30-10:30 AM in the lower level
of the parish hall Room E. Coffee and snacks will be
provided. If you have any questions please call BrieAnn
McKenna 319-230-0895. We're looking forward to see-
ing you Friday, January 19!

Finance

Diocesan Annual Appeal

The target goal for our parish is $110,420. As of Jan. 10
parish participation is at 29% Please be generous. If
you are unable to contribute financially, please return
the appeal form to the diocese with $0 written in the
amount pledged line. Thank you.

Target: $110,420
$90,930.00

$97,830.00

$110,000.00
$90,000.00
$70,000.00
550,000.00

530,000.00

510,000.00
Pledged Received

Need a New Year’s Resolution??

Tired of writing multiple checks, stuffing your church
envelopes, buying and licking stamps, remembering to
mail or take your envelope to church for offertory? Have
you considered electronic giving with our WeShare pro-
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gram for this year? No checks. No stamps. No need to
remember stuff!

Go to http://www.mmoclacrosse.org/ and click on the
Online Giving option to set up your account. You control
the amounts, how often and for what purpose to make
your contributions electronically. You can pay with a
bank account or a debit/credit card. Or, if you would like
to join the e-giving world but don’t really understand
computers well, call Mike Juran in the MMOC Parish
Office at (608) 788-5483 ext. 2 and he can get you set-
up. Giving electronically not only eases your payment
chores, but it also helps efficiency GNE
in the office having fewer enve-
lopes to process and post each UNL'NE
week. w2 WESHARE

Faith Formation

In need of Co-Catechist

Our Family Faith Formation and Sacramental Prepara-
tion program is need of a co-Catechist/helping hands in
our second-grade classroom due to one of our Cate-
chists heading south for the winter months. The commit-
ment is three Wednesday evenings a month between
4:45-7:00 PM (a meal is served at 5 PM) through the
middle of May at Mary, Mother of the Church. Please
contact Kristin if interested at 788-5483 x4 or at kjohn-
son@mmoclacrosse.org.

Family Faith Formation

Family Faith Formation meets this Wednesday January
17 from 5:30-6:45 PM at Mary, Mother of the Church.
We have a special evening planned for families to learn
about and experience Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Contact Kristin with any questions at 788-5483
x4 or at kjohnson@mmoclacrosse.org.

First Eucharist Preparation January 24

Our next At Church Session for Sacramental Prepara-
tion will be Wednesday January 24 from 5:30-6:30 PM
at Mary, Mother of the Church. A meal will be served
starting at 5:00 PM.

Children preparing to receive First Eucharist as well
as one adult should attend. Families will receive their
Nourish box with family meetings and activities to do at
home to help them celebrate this special part in their
family’s faith journey. Contact Kristin with any questions
at 788-5483 x4 or kjohnson@mmoclacrosse.org.

Lenten Adult Faith Formation Program

Have you ever wondered...why we say and do certain
things during Mass? What is the basis for our prayers,
or practices, and our rituals during the Liturgy? You are
not alone....so together let’s learn about the Mass. YOU
are invited to a 5-week Bible Study for everyone called
“A Biblical Walk Through the Mass” beginning the week
of February 18. See below for locations and start times.
e Tuesdays: 9:00-10:30 AM St. James the Less
(basement)
Wednesdays: 8:15-9:45 AM MMOC (parish hall)
Wednesdays: 1:00-2:30 PM Holy Trinity (Leo Hall)
Thursdays: 9:15-10:45 AM St. Patrick (basement)
Thursdays: 5:00-6:30 PM St. Patrick (basement)
Thursdays 6:30-8:00 PM Blessed Sacrament
(parish hall)

o Fridays 10:30-12:00 Noon Cathedral (Undercroft)
« OR you can do a Home Study Option

The cost for class materials is $24.00 which includes a
book, workbook, and access to online videos. Register
at any participating parish office, online at
www.stpatsonalaska.com, or by contacting Amy Capel-
li at (608)783-0847 or amy_capelli@charter.net.

How does God speak to me?

Have you ever wondered how God may be speaking
to you? Perhaps you are waiting to hear a loud, boom-
ing voice come from the heavens to tell you what to do
or which way to go. While this isn’t completely out of
the question, often God takes a much subtler ap-
proach.

In 1 Kings, we have the account of the Prophet Elijah
standing at the cave entrance, waiting for the Lord to
appear. As he waits, he encounters a strong, violent
wind, a powerful earthquake, and a consuming fire, yet
God was not revealing Himself in any of those powerful
examples. Finally, as Elijjah waited, he heard a soft,
quiet whisper. At that, he knelt to the ground and
prayed. God often speaks to us, not in grand and im-
pressive ways, but in the silence.

When we can still our hearts, that’'s when we begin to
hear His voice, calling us into relationship and to follow
Him. Sometimes that invitation is to follow the Lord as
one who lovingly serves others in the priesthood.

If you or someone you know is interested in discover-
ing more about this call to the priesthood, please con-
tact Fr. Nate Kuhn, Director of Vocational Recruitment
for the Diocese of La Crosse, 3710 East Ave. S. PO
Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602; or by phone at:
608.791.2667. God bless you!

Social Justice

Warming Center Volunteers on Tuesday, Jan. 16
Food & Milk (to be delivered to 413 S. 3rd St. by 6:30
PM): Joseph van Oss, Sue Olson (milk), Sue Groetsch,
Mary Jothen

Intake (6:30 PM - 9 PM): Mary Olson, Sarah Kopski,
Heidi Korger, Pat Korger, Tammy Byington, OPEN
Morning Volunteers (6 - 8:30 AM Wed.): OPEN, OPEN
Free haircuts by Linda Kuehl

--Mary Olson, MMOC Coordinator for The Warming
Center, molson@mmoclacrosse.org.

Fucharistic Revival

A Minute With Jesus

At Mass, the Scripture Readings prepare us to receive
Jesus. There are two major parts to the Mass: the Lit-
urgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. In
the Liturgy of the Word, we listen to three Readings
and a Psalm from Sacred Scripture (the Bible). These
Readings help us recall all that God has done for us:
His love and His plan for us. We stand up for the third
Reading — the Gospel, the most important Reading —
because Matthew, Mark, Luke and John deliver the
message that Jesus brings, and include quotations of
His very own spoken words. After the Gospel, the
priest or deacon help us to understand these Readings
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from the Bible and how to apply the message to our
daily life in order to be a more faithful follower of the
Lord. Hearing the Words of Scripture and the Homily
which follows helps our hearts to receive Jesus in the
Eucharist. Let’s pray this right now and every day this
week: Jesus, help me to come to Mass with an open
heart, ready to hear the Readings from Scripture and
the Homily in order to know You better. This week, read
from the Letter of Paul to Timothy about the importance
of God’s Word: “All Scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, correction and training
in righteousness, so that the man (or woman) of God
may be fully competent and equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Community Events

ACS Enroliment

Aquinas Catholic schools welcomes you to enroll for
the 2024-2025 school year. Aquinas is committed to
providing a safe and structured learning environment
for its students. There is much to be excited about with
the launch of the Viterbo Education Program, new
STEM lab, and over fifty extracurricular activities to get
involved with. Call (608) 784-0287 to schedule a tour!

Enroliment for Cathedral Elementary School, St. Pat-
rick Elementary School, Blessed Sacrament Elemen-
tary School, Aquinas Middle School, and Aquinas High
School opens soon: January 22 for new families. Con-
tact info@aquinasschools.org with any questions or
visit www.aquinascatholicschools.org/enroliment.

"Behold: God is With Us" Young Adult Retreat 1/27

The world needs Jesus. Our souls need .
Jesus. Out of God's abundant love for us,
He became man: the Word became flesh g3
and dwelt among us (John 1:14). Jesus is 3
the answer to the longings of our heart, [=]=
and He is our way to eternal life. Knowing
He would ascend into heaven, Jesus leaves us Himself
- body, blood, soul, and divinity- under the guise of sim-
ple bread and simple wine.

Why? So that our intimate love and union with Him
(flesh to flesh) may continue in this life as we await the
perfection of His love and union in the next. "Behold:
God is With Us" or "Behold," for short, is an opportunity
for you to retreat from the busyness and stresses of
this world and find rest and consolation in Jesus and
other young adults like you.

All 18-35 year olds are welcome to join us for a day of
enriching talks, silent prayer/reflection, small group dis-
cussion, adoration, confession, and Mass. Most im-
portantly, learn how to remain connected post-retreat to
a lively community of young adults striving for Saint-
hood.

This day-long retreat will occur at Blessed Sacrament
Parish in La Crosse, WI. Check-ins will begin at 8:30
AM, and the retreat will conclude after the 4:30 PM vigil
Mass. An optional after party will take place to follow!
Breastfeeding babies are welcome! Lunch will be pro-
vided! All of this and more for the low cost of $20. Let
us behold the Lord together! Register using your
smartphone to scan the QR code above.

Liturgical Roles January 20-21

Minister of Holy Communion

4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Lector
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Server
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Cantor
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Musician
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Sacristan
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Gift Bearer
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Greeter
4:00 PM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

Scrip Seller
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Hospitality
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Live Streamer

4:00 PM

i

Joseph van Oss, Kevin Moyle, Linda Gil-
lette

Deacon Terry Bell, Anita Olson, Lance
Miller

Deacon Terry Bell, OPEN-Choir, Bill
Brendel, Barbara Stetzer

Nancy Misch, Mary Olson
Francesca Ortmeier, Donna Keogh
Nancy Steinhoff, Mary Jo Swartout

Tenley Solverson, OPEN
Nolan Richards, Kaitlin Ortmeier
Louie Berendes, Hank Berendes

Therese van Oss
Sara Edman
Sunday Choir

Jenny Nielsen
Jenny Nielsen
Jenny Nielsen

Linda Kloet
Mike Keogh
Anne Kernan

George & Maggie Bell
Dave & Francesca Ortmeier
Jim & Kathy McGettigan

Steve Schaub, Mark Misch, OPEN,
OPEN, Harper Solverson, Neil Kumm,
Joe Riemer, Phil Watson-Lead

Dan & Kathy Skiles, Kylie Ortmeier, Pat
& Donna Burns, Dave & Mary Lawrence,
Allan Baumler-Lead

Charlotte Berendes, Shannon Klar, Mar-
cus Klar, Eli Klar, Mason Klar, Cullen
Pittman, Jackson Massa, Lisa Doering-
Lead

Vickie Kloss, Mary Schaub
Kerry & Sue Groetsch
Kimberly Krejchik, Sheri Skelton

Bob & Cindy Klar
Robb & Sue Pretasky

Joseph van Oss

\thum}
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Fostering a personal relationship
with the Eucharistic Lord

Do you believe Jesus wants a deep, personal relation-
ship of love with you? Do you believe He is at the door
of your heart at this moment, and at every moment,
longing for you to be united with Him?

Place your name at the beginning of this sentence
from the Gospel of John: Jesus says, “[Name], as the
Father loves me, so | also love you. Remain in My
love” (John 15:9). Be assured that Jesus means that
message for you as He declares that He is the Vine
and we are the branches. So emphatic is He that in
the space of ten short verses He repeats “remain in
my love,” or ‘remain in me,” seven times. Notice that
He doesn’t ask us to remain with Him, but rather to
remain in Him, indicating the closest possible union. In
His Divine nature, Jesus is infinitely capable of enter-
ing into deep, one-on-one communion with every sin-
gle person who has ever lived, or will ever live, all at
the same time.

Speaking of Communion, it is in the Eucharist that this
invitation is profoundly fulfilled. Indeed, in chapter six
of this same Gospel, Jesus declares: “Whoever eats
My Flesh and drinks My Blood remains in Me and | in
Him” (John 6:56). We have all heard that passage
multiple times at Mass, but have we let it really sink
in? It should make our hearts burn with joyful longing!

To strengthen our faith that it is truly the Body of Christ
that we receive in Holy Communion, Jesus has
worked extraordinary Eucharistic miracles over the
centuries, turning the consecrated host into literal flesh
and blood. Some of the most striking examples have
happened in our own day — in Argentina, Poland, Mex-
ico. In every case, scientific analysis has determined
the flesh to be heart tissue, with the rare blood type
AB (the same as that found on the Shroud of Turin). In
addition, the flesh has continued to exhibit the proper-
ties of living tissue months and even years after the
miracle first occurred, a fact that science is utterly una-
ble to explain.

Is it not clear what Jesus is telling us here? He is say-
ing, “I give you My very Heart, pierced on the Cross
and poured out for you. Receive Me, join My Heart to
yours.” Let this be our meditation each time we receive
Him in Holy Communion. Dear Jesus, remain in us,
and help us to remain in You!

Questions for reflection:

The late Pope Benedict XVI said in one of his
Wednesday Audiences: “Faith is first and foremost a
personal, intimate encounter with Jesus, it is having an
experience of His closeness, His friendship and His
love.”

1. How would you describe your current relationship
with Jesus, and what might you do to nurture it?
Consider how you have developed and deepened
other relationships in your life.

2. Do you do anything in particular to prepare your-
self to receive Holy Communion at Mass and to
give thanks afterwards? What might you do?

Ideas:

1. Take time to adore Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, whether at one of the adoration chapels
around the diocese (see diolc.org/adoration), or
before the tabernacle in your parish church.

2. Make a habit of praying to prepare your heart to
receive Jesus in Holy Communion, and of praying
in thanksgiving afterwards.

For some suggested prayers, visit diolc.org/eucharist/
pray.

Weekly Mass Intentions

Tuesday, January 16, 2024
7:30 AM 1 Jim Omernik

By Bob & Mary Jothen
Wednesday, January 17, 2024
7:30 AM T Henry & Frances Kreibich

By Jennifer Kreibich
Thursday, January 18, 2024

7:30 AM Living and Deceased Members of the
Jothen & Nigon Family
By Bob & Mary Jothen

2:00 PM Word Service with Communion at

Hillview Healthcare Center
Friday, January 19, 2024
7:30 AM t Dr. Gerald Miller

By Marie Miller
Saturday, January 20, 2024

4:00 PM T Alan Bennett
By Family
Sunday, January 21, 2024
8:00 AM 1 Tammy Gaul
By Shirley Storey
10:00 AM  Pro Populo
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