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MARY
' MOTHER

OF THE CHURCH

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

MASS TIMES

Saturday Vigil 4 PM
Sunday 8 AM & 10 AM
Tuesday—Friday 7:30 AM

CONFESSIONS
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 PM or
by appointment.

HEARING ASSISTANCE

Hearing devices are available. See s for
additional information, especially for
hearing aids paired with Bluetooth.

THE ROSARY
Prayed before each weekday Mass

Tuesday - Friday beginning at 7:05 AM.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday—Friday 8§ AM -3 PM

Contact the parish office to register,
schedule a baptism, schedule a wedding
(six months notice required), and to re-
quest the Sacrament of the Sick.

SCRIP

Scrip is sold before and after all weekend
Masses and in the parish office on
Fridays from 8 AM - 3 PM.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Requests are due to the office by Monday

in written format.

PARISH STAFF 788-5483
Rev. Brian D. Konopa ext. 3
Pastor

frkonopa(@mmoclacrosse.org

Rev. Mr. Terry Bell ext. 6
Deacon - Adult Faith Formation
& RCIA/OCIA
thell@mmoclacrosse.org

Sr. Kathy Stuttgen, FSPA ext. 7
Ministry with the Elderly and Sick
Izstuttgen@ﬁpa.org

Kristin Johnson ext. 4

Director of Family Faith Formation
kjohnson @mmoc]acrosse. org

Samuel Obert ext. 5

Director of Youth Faith Formation
sobert@mmoc]acrosse. org

Therese van Oss ext. 0

Funeral Coordinator
tvanoss(@mmoclacrosse.org

Andy Foley ext. 9
Buildings and Grounds
afoley(@mmoclacrosse.org
Mary Jo Lium ext. 8
Sacred Music
mjlium(@mmoclacrosse.org

Mike Juran ext.2

Finance Assistant
finance(@mmoclacrosse.org

Sr. Meg Earsley, FSPA ext. 2
Bookkeeper

bookkeeper@mmoc]acrosse. org

Steve Young ext. 1
Office Assistant
secretary@mmoc]acrosse. org

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Ted Knutson 784-8585
President

Tara Key 782-5998
Principal, Cathedral School

Kate Moll 782-5564
Principal, Blessed Sacrament School

Angela Koblitz 783-5483
Principal, St. Patrick School, Onalaska

Andrew Bradley
Principal, Aquinas Middle School ~784-0156
Principal, Aquinas High School =~ 784-0287

OUR MISSION

Mary, Mother of the Church
parishioners are called to be the

People of God, formed by the

Holy Word and nourished by
the Holy Eucharist. We joyfully
share our faith and gifts of time,

talent, and treasure. We are

committed to serve all God's

people in the building of the

Kingdom.

2006 Weston St.

La Crosse WI 54601

(608) 788-5483

mmoclacrosse.org mmoc.blog mmoc.mobi



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

This holy day of obligation will have Masses offered on
Friday, Dec. 8 at 12:00 PM and 5:30 PM. There will be
no 7:30 am Mass at MMOC.

NEEDED: Liturgical Ministers

Liturgical positions need to be filled for the Immaculate
Conception on Friday, Dec. 8 including Sacristans,
Ministers of Holy Communion, Greeters, Gift Bearers,
and Servers. Please consider filling in if you are availa-
ble. Go to www.mmoclacrosse.org and click on the
Ministry Scheduler link at the top of the page, or call
Steve at 788-5483, ext. 1.

Advent: A Time of Preparation
This year, the season of Advent begins on Sunday,
December 3. Advent is the four weeks we set aside for
preparing our hearts before the annual celebration of
Christ’s birth on Christmas. The Incarnation — God be-
coming man — is the turning point of history. Our Heav-
enly Father loves us so much that He promised to send
us a Savior after the Original Sin of Adam and Eve.
And He kept His promise. The Son of God was born in
Bethlehem to give His life for us on the cross so that
our sins can be forgiven, so that we “may have life, and
have it to the full” (John 10:10). This preparation during
Advent is to include interior penance, which involves a
conversion of heart toward God and away
from sin. Let us take Advent seriously by
taking more time for prayer, offering small
sacrifices for peace in families and the
world, and receiving the Sacrament of

Penance. .

Advent Books

Just in time for Advent, The Little Blue Book from the
Diocese of Saginaw is available in the back of church
and are free for the taking.

Angel Tree 2023

The tree is up and decorated with angels. This project
is designed to help Catholic Charities provide for fami-
lies in need during the Christmas season. As in the
past, each angel will have a dollar amount attached.
You have the opportunity to donate cash or check, or
purchase scrip of your choice in that amount and place
it in the box. All angels and donations need to be re-
turned by December 3. Thank you for always being so
generous.

Plan Ahead For The Holidays
As Christmas approaches, please -
plan ahead for your Scrip purchases ”'tglft
for all your shopping, baking, deco-
rating and glft buying needs. You "
can buy Scrip in the office on Fridays from 8 AM to 3
PM. You can also buy scrip online, please call Mike or

Sister Meg in the office for all the details at 788-5483,
ext. 2.

2N Pope s November Prayer Intention
We pray for the Holy Father; as he fuffills

D

ClanE d

h|s mission, may he continue to accompany
the flock entrusted to him, with the help of
the Holy Spirit.

¢ ) ‘; A Night with St. Nicholas

Join us for an evening with St.

Nicholas. This family event will
. be held on the eve of the feast of

St. Nicholas, Tuesday, Dec. 5,
from 6 — 7 PM at Mary, Mother of the Church in the
parish hall. The event includes singing, crafts, games
and treats along with a visit from St. Nicholas him-
self! All children ages 3 to 7 are welcome to attend
with their families. Older siblings are welcome
too! There is no cost to this event but to help us better
plan, please let us know how many children are com-
ing by registering using the QR code. Contact Kristin
for more info: 788-5483, ext. 4 or kjiohnson@mmocla-
crosse.org).

Eucharistic Adoration
Mary, Mother of the Church will host its monthly Holy
Hour — Thursday Nov. 7 at 4:45 PM.

Family Life

New Parishioner
MMOC is delighted to welcome Geva Thole to the par-
ish!

Finance

Diocesan Annual Appeal

This appeal supports the needs of the local Church
and beyond. The target goal for our parish is
$110,420. As of Nov. 17, parish participation is at 22%
Please be generous. If you are unable to contribute
financially, please return the appeal form to the dio-
cese with $0 written in the amount pledged line. Thank
you.

Target: $110,420

$110,000.00

$69,395.00 $63,805.00

$90,000.00

570,000.00

$50,000.00

530,000.00

510,000.00
Pledged Received as of
11/17/2023

V(701770 ATTENTION: KWIK TRIP DEBIT/

CREDIT CARD USERS
Did you know that the discounts you receive at the
Kwik Trip register when you use your Kwik Trip debit
or credit card can be donated to MMOC or other chari-
table organizations? MMOC currently receives quarter-
ly rebate checks from Kwik Trip for nearly 20 parish-
ioners who have signed up, to donate their discounts.
If you are a Kwik Trip debit/credit card holder and
would like to donate your discount to MMOC, please
call Kwik Trips credit department at 1-800-305-6666.
The organization ID# for MMOC is: 150032 MARY




Mary, Mother of the Church

MOTHER OF THE CHURCH LAX.
PCCW

MMOC Cookie Walk 2023 Signups This Weekend
The Cookie Walk will be held December 9, 7:30 AM -
1:00 PM. Makers of every kind are needed. If you are
a cookie maker; a candy, bread, pie maker or soup
and chili maker, please stop in and add your name to
the sign-up sheets in the back of church, or if you have
an imagination for crafting that something special the
craft signup sheet is waiting for you. Do not forget to
pick up the drop-off instructions for your baked goods
when signing up.

Advent Luncheon

Please join us for Christian fellowship with our neigh-
bors (Good Shepherd and Our Redeemer Lutheran
Churches) for our annual Advent Luncheon on Satur-
day, Dec. 2, at 11 AM at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. A free-will offering will be collected for the lo-
cal program Come For Supper. Sign-up sheets are in
the back of church to indicate if you are attending.

Social Justice

desperate humanitarian needs caused by
the terrorism and fighting in the Holy Land. How  can
you help? Visit ww.crs.org or scan the QR code to find
out.

Warming Center Volunteers on Tuesday, Dec. 5
Food & Milk (to be delivered to 413 S. 3rd St. by 6:30
PM): Virginia Horstman, Maureen Monk, Carol Forer,
Elaine Becker

Intake (6:30 PM - 9 PM): Mary Olson, Karen Deshler,
Sarah Kopski, Sue Halter, Matt Deshler, Patrick Stoffel

Morning Volunteers (6 - 8:30 AM Wed.): Maureen
Monk, OPEN

Free haircuts by Linda Kuehl

--Mary Olson, MMOC Coordinator for Warming Center,
molson@mmoclacrosse.org.

Matthew 25 Group - Update
The start time for meal prep on Thursdays has
changed to 2 PM.

The Exchange

The Exchange welcomes usable washcloths, hand
towels and bath towels. You can bring those to the
kitchen on Thursdays at 2 PM to be delivered to The
Exchange.

Faith Formation

Family Faith Formation

Family Faith Formation does NOT meet Wednesday,
November 29. Families should be completing At Home
Lesson 2-1: How can we know, 2-2: Jesus His Life on
Earth, and 2-3: Jesus: The Good Shepherd. We will
see you again on December 6 for our at Church Ses-
sion - Family Life: Building Youth Domestic church.

Contact Kristin with any questions — kjohn-
son@mmoclacrosse.org 788-5483 Ext. 4.

Sacramental Preparation Session November 29

This is just a friendly reminder that our next At
Church Sacramental Preparation Session takes place
Wednesday November 29 from 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM at
Mary, Mother of the Church. Pizza will be served start-
ing at 5:00 PM until we begin our session. At least one
parent/guardian must attend along with their son or
daughter preparing for the Sacraments. This will be
our last Mend At Church Session before the children
make their First Confessions.

We will be going over the logistics of how to go to
confession at this session. Contact Kristin with any
questions at kjiohnson@mmoclacrosse.org or 608-788-
5483 Ext. 4.

Fucharistic Revival

Two Minutes With Jesus

1. The Holy Eucharist is Jesus Christ, really and truly
present.

At the consecration of every Mass, the priest prays the
words which Jesus Himself pronounced over bread
and wine, “This is My Body,” “This is My Blood.” The
bread is no longer bread, and the wine is no longer
wine. We receive Jesus Himself as nourishment for
our souls. This week read these words of Jesus every
day: “Whoever eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood has
eternal life, and | will raise him on the last day” (John
6: 54).

2. Our Response is Thanksgiving.

When we receive Jesus, we want to thank Him for the
total gift of Himself to us. This Gift of the Eucharist em-
powers us to live our lives with thankful hearts as we
follow Him with trust and commitment. Let’s read and
pray this right now and every day this week: We have
a Heavenly Father who loves each one of us, in an
absolutely unique way as expressed in Scripture:
“Every good and perfect gift comes down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with Whom there is no variation or shad-
ow caused by change” (James 1:17). In thanksgiving,
let us pray the Our Father prayer.

Community Events

Cathedral's Annual Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale
On Saturday, December 2 from 8 AM - 2 PM in the
undercroft, there will be a wonderful selection of
unique gift items, Christmas decor, hand made greet-
ing cards, religious items, and items made by our own
parishioners. The bake sale will feature a fabulous
selection of cookies, cakes, breads and candy. Con-
tact Lynne Ostervich: 608-792-6933 or Ruth Wettstein:
608-785-0062 with questions.

Holy Trinity Cookie Walk

The Cookie Walk and Craft Sale at Holy Trinity Parish
is on Saturday, December 9 in Leo Hall. Fancy Cook-
ies can be purchased by the pound from 8:00 AM until
gone. There will also be a Craft Sale featuring 10 ta-
bles of crafts from local parishioners and vendors from
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM.
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St. Joseph the Workman Cathedral & Blessed Sac-
rament Parish Tours

Have you ever wanted to tour St. Joseph the Work-
man Cathedral and Blessed Sacrament Parish?

Now is your chance. St. Joseph the Workman Cathe-
dral is filled with symbolism everywhere you look. Jean
McDonnell will walk you through the history of our Ca-
thedral and point out the details that were carefully
placed throughout the Church to help deepen and
strengthen our worship of God. Tours of St. Joseph the
Workman, Cathedral are on Sunday, December 3 at
3:00 PM.

Blessed Sacrament Parish’s stained-glass windows
tell the story of the Mass. Barb Swieciak will guide us
through Church and the story of each window. A tour of
Blessed Sacrament Parish is on Saturday, Dec. 2 at
1:00 PM. Registration is not required for either tour.

Rorate Caeli, Mass by Candlelight at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Shrine

The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe, La Crosse, in-
vites all to celebrate the candlelit, Rorate Caeli Mass
this Dec. 9, 2023. The Mass will be begin at 6:30 AM.

Cub and Boy Scout Religious Emblems

Scouts interested in earning their religious emblem and
are not able to do so in your scout unit please contact
Cindy Sjolabder: catholicreligiousemblems@gmail.com.

Healing Service - Sacred Heart Church, Cashton
Are you in need of prayer for healing in spirit, mind, or
body? We are ready to pray with you for God's gift of
healing. Monday, Dec. 4, at Sacred Heart Church in
Cashton there will be Confessions and Adoration start-
ing at 4:30 PM; Mass at 5:30 PM; and a healing service
beginning immediately after with Confessions and Ado-
ration continuing. Catch the article on this important
ministry in the latest issue of Catholic Life.

Weekly Mass Intentions
Tuesday, November 28, 2023

7:30 AM 1t Jim Arens
By Family
Wednesday, November 29, 2023
7:30 AM 1 Paul & Molly Bueltel
By Terry Rymarz
Thursday, November 30, 2023
9:00 AM t Elizabeth Brewer
By Family
Friday, December 1, 2023
7:30 AM 1 Walkow & O’Leary Families
By Richard Grosskopf, Sr
Saturday, December 2, 2023
4:00 PM ft Clifford Johnson
By Elizabeth Koenen
Sunday, December 3, 2023
8:00 AM 1 Joyce DeFlorian
By Family
10:00 AM Pro Populo [=] [=]

NATIONAL

'---4 Eucharistic I ﬁ;ﬁ
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Liturgical Roles Dec. 2-3

Minister of Holy Communion

4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Lector
4:00 PM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM
Server
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Cantor
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Musician
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Sacristan
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Gift Bearer
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM
Greeters
4:00 PM

8:00 AM

10:00 AM

Hospitality
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Scrip Sellers
4:00 PM
8:00 AM
10:00 AM

Live Streamer

4:00 PM

Mark Outzen, John Klouda, Kellie
Schmitz

Deacon Terry Bell, Erica Stanek,
Lance Miller

Deacon Terry Bell, Rita Sanchez,
Mary Olson

Therese van Oss, Linda Gillette
Donna Keogh, Bob Mahr
Polly Berendes, Bill Brendel

OPEN, OPEN
Porter Stanek, Lincoln Stanek
Louie Berendes, Hank Berendes

Peter Schmitz
Haylee Pagenkopf
Pattie Nimocks

Mary Jo Lium
Natalie Solverson
Natalie Solverson

Mike Wuensch
Mike Keogh
Anne Kernan

George & Maggie Bell
Lance & Jennifer Miller
Chuck & Polly Berendes

Jim Spielbauer, Kevin Moyle, Mark
Misch, OPEN, Harper Solverson,
OPEN, Mary Schaub, Joan Weissen-
berger, Phil Watson-Lead

Deke Stanek, Cindy Klar, Karen Per-
ry, Donna Burns, Pat Burns, Peggy
Baumler, Jonathan Baumler, Bob
Klar-Lead

Gavin Stratman, Gabriella Stratman,
Trisha Stratman, Jerry Kernan, Char-
lene Krocker, Jackson Massa, Cullen
Pittman, OPEN-Lead

Nancy & Jeff Pederson
Charlotte & Polly Berendes

Sue Olson, OPEN
Mary Genz, Sue Moyle
Tammy Byington, Kimberly Krejchik

e
‘1/.-,1,‘ RS .

Dave Imhoff
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Advent on the myParish App
“Prepare Your Heart" is a series of daily video reflec-
tions by Fr. Agustino Torres, CFR. This video series,
along with other Advent resources, may be found on
the MMOC “myParish” app. Take a moment to install
MMOC’s free app on your phone or tablet. Vis-
it mmoc.mobi and touch iPhone or Android.

Once you've got the myParish app on your device,
pop it open and look for the icon below to access the

video reflection for the day.

Prepare 2023

Rebuild My Church: The Crib

Jesus asked St. Francis of Assisi to "Rebuild My
Church." Francis wanted to connect people with the
humanity of the Son of God: the Incarnation. 800 years
ago - in 1223 - St. Francis arranged a "living nativity"
for people.

The Diocese of La Crosse relies on St. Francis as
our secondary patron and is highlighting this anniver-
sary with anew prayer: "The Crib" prayer.

Many of us look at the world - and even the Church -
with any number of reactions: uncertainty, fear, anger,
contempt, or apathy. The Nativity story has answers for
all of these experiences! May our reflection on
"The Crib" be an opportunity for each of us to let down
our defenses and trust with the vulnerability
of the Christ Child. May we all be surprised by joy as
were Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds, the Magi,
and the angels. May we be open to the good plans
God has for us.

Prayer cards are available on the wood table in the
back of church.

Advent on Formed.org: Rooted W\

This new 22-episode series guides rocted
Catholics through a daily Advent re- et
flection using the Jesse Tree model A
traditionally practiced by families. Each seven-minute
episode introduces the ancestors of Jesus Christ,
shares a Scripture passage, and offers an engaging,
practical reflection.

“‘Rooted” helps viewers apply the passage and relat-
ed teachings to each day of Advent.

Advent on Formed.org: Behold
Let the Holy Family be your light through Advent as
you receive the healing power of Christ.

In this beautiful guided video series, Sr. Miriam James
Heidland, SOLT—author of the bestselling book Re-
store and co-host of the Abiding Together Podcast —
walks with you as you explore familial wounds with the
help of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

Each week of Behold will focus on a different theme
that you can connect to your life in a practical way:

Week 1: Motherhood—Receive Mary as your mother
and let her tender love soften your heart toward your
earthly mother.

Week 2: Fatherhood—Adopt Joseph as your father
and embrace his loving strength as you seek healing in
your relationship with your own father.

Week 3: Childhood—Become childlike with Jesus and
remember the core of who you are as you release your
inner joy and playfulness.

Week 4: Stable—Restore peace and unity in your fam-
ily and regain hope.

THE CRIB
God of all times and seasons,

although all-powerful, you are a playful Father
who is full of surprises for your children, in whom you delight.
800 years ago you stirred the heart of Saint Francis of Assisi
to commemorate the Crib of Jesus in a visible display:
one of many ways in which he helped rebuild your Church.
We beg you to rebuild your Church here and now,
beginning with our own hearts.

We call on Saint Francis and Saint Joseph, our patrons.
Through their prayers, help our priests to be brave shepherds
who set a good example for the flock.

Help us to hope in your good promises.

When it feels like we are failing, flood our hearts
with the trust of Mary and Joseph.

When we feel disoriented or lost amidst unfamiliar terrain,
stir our hearts with wonder and curiosity,
as you stirred the hearts of the Magi.

Help us to be wise women and men,
people of prayer who seek your will at all times,
who skillfully notice how you are leading us,

g 8

(] and who follow you with trust and courage.

- Thy will be done, through Christ our Lord. Amen

DjocesE of LA CROSSE




RKB Accounting & Tax Service, LLC
Reginald “Kim” Boldon, CPA, MBA

Accounting, Bookkeeping, Payroll, Income Tax Services &
Tax Resolution Services for Individuals, Small and Medium Size Businesses.

er the Catholic Difference
iness with the Knights of Columbius.

IF YOU LIVE ALONE hsLowhs
$1995

MDMedAlert!™ CALLNOW!
v/ Ambulance/Police 800.808.9294 21 - c
I

v’ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert 4 md-medalert.com

1314 Johnson St. * La Crosse, WI 54601
BBB (608) 782-6433 * rkboldon@rkbcpa.com
T Website: www.rkbcpa.com
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Place Your Ad Here

OUTDOOR SERVICES INC.
For Your Lawn Care Needs Call: 608-786-3202
641 Brickl Road, West Salem Wi 782-0664 and Support Our Parish!
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LACKORE ELECTRIC MOTOR REPAIR e
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Proud of being a part of the new expansion!

FINE MEATS AND SEAFO0D
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REPAIR, SALES & CONSULTING
Over 35 Years of Experience bakalarssausage.com 784-0384

Serving the Coulee Region since 1970
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