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OUR MISSION 
 

Mary, Mother of the Church 
parishioners are called to be the 

People of God, formed by the 
Holy Word and nourished by 

the Holy Eucharist. We joyfully 
share our faith and gifts of time,  

talent, and treasure. We are 
committed to serve all God's 
people in the building of the 

Kingdom.  

 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil 4pm 
Sunday 8am & 10am 
Tuesday–Friday 7:30am 
 

CONFESSIONS  in the Mother’s Room 
Wednesday  4-5pm 
Saturday       3-4pm 
Sunday         9-10am 
 

Contact the parish office to register, 
schedule a baptism, schedule a wedding 
(six months notice required), and to re-
quest the Sacrament of the Sick. 

  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 Tuesday–Friday 8am-3pm 
 

FINANCE OFFICE HOURS 
 Tuesday-Thursday 8am-Noon 
 

SCRIP 
Scrip is sold before and after all week-
end Masses and in the parish office on 
Fridays from 8am-3pm. 



Easter Sunday 

  

April 3, 2020 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

How are you doing? 
 

Since the coronavirus pandemic reached Wisconsin, we have lost much, haven’t we? Perhaps some peace of 
mind and, certainly, some freedoms. Since March 17, Wisconsinites have been prohibited from gatherings of 10 
or more people, and Masses were cancelled. Since the Safer At Home Order began March 25, we have lost the 
freedom of movement and were told not to travel unless it’s essential. Many have lost jobs. Stress, stress, stress! 
 

We have all lost something dear to us: movement, freedom, jobs, and more. Have you had a cough or heard 
someone else cough? “Is that Covid-19?!? Are we 6 feet apart?” This creates stress! How are you celebrating 
Easter this year? I’m planning to stay here instead of visiting my parents. This is a loss…and more stress. By the 
way, Mary Mother of the Church, “HAPPY 20TH ANNIVERSARY!!!” That’s right. On April 9, 2000, two won-
derful parishes became one and have been accomplishing much in the name of Jesus – under the patronage of the 
Blessed Mother – building our future together! It lands on Holy Thursday this year! But we can’t gather to cele-
brate!!! Another loss. Another stress. 
 

So, how do we deal with this new “pandemic stress”? Since it’s likely to be ongoing for weeks and weeks, it’s 
worth addressing this question. We’ll have ample opportunities to respond well…and to respond badly. In Easter 
language, some stress-relievers will get us out of the tombs and others will keep us in there…or even move us 
into a darker, inner chamber. Not the direction any of us would naturally choose! 
 

Technology has the potential of doing both. It has allowed the viewing of Masses online or on television; there 
are other sources of faith support online, too. We can use technology to connect with loved ones – even the old-
fashioned rotary dial phone will do the trick! But we can also spend too much screen time, too much time gam-
ing (i.e. video games), and fall into worse traps like pornography. Some will find themselves eating more and 
some will be drinking more alcohol. How do we decide whether stress-relievers are liberating us or enslaving us? 
 

Self-care is very important! There’s a good kind of “self-care” and an unhealthy form of “self-care.” Here’s the 
interpretive key: we never set aside the Two Great Commandments: love God above things; love your neighbor 
as yourself. What does Christian self-care look like? Love God: reading some Scripture, describe your stresses to 
Jesus, and give Him 5-15 minutes as well as your heart…with all its complaints. (Don’t be afraid to tell Him! 
However, throwing stones at Him isn’t advisable!) 
 

What does Christian self-care look like when “loving your neighbor as yourself”? Do you have a friend who un-
derstands you best and always seems to lift your spirits? Call your friend. Talk. Listen. If your friend were strug-
gling, you might give them helpful advice: “Get your rest, get some exercise, sit in the sun, read a favorite book, 
make a favorite meal, try a new hobby, reminisce: ‘Do you remember when…?’” Let’s listen to the Command-
ment again: love your neighbor AS YOURSELF. Are you being good and kind to yourself by doing the things 
you would recommend to a relative or a friend? Prayer, exercise, communication, and hobbies are very helpful. 
Is this the year to have a little garden? Also, humor is usually a good medicine. Next week’s bulletin will have a 
little more humor for you. 
 

Jesus didn’t stay in the tomb. Alleluia! Even while we follow the Safer at Home restrictions, Jesus doesn’t want us to live 
in a tomb either. He is available to help. (Alleluia!!!) And we’re in each others prayers. 
 

Yours in our Risen Lord, 



Divine Mercy Sunday (April 19) Jesus appeared to St. 
Faustina in the early 1930s. He told her that he would 
make her a missionary of his Divine Mercy to the world. 
As part of that mission, He gave her the prayers for the 
Divine Mercy Novena, a nine-day prayer that begins on 
Good Friday of each year and ends on the Sunday after 
Easter Sunday (Divine Mercy Sunday). What makes this 
novena unique is that Jesus himself composed it and 
each day a prayer can be offered for one specific group 
of souls such as children, priests and religious, lukewarm 
souls, fallen-away Catholics, and so on. Pray the Divine 
Mercy Novena (starting on Good Friday) in preparation 
for this feast. The novena was published in last week’s 
bulletin.  
Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions Due to COVID-19 
pandemic, devotions will NOT be held in La Crosse; 
however, receive God's graces from home this year! 
Jesus told St. Faustina that an abundance of Mercy is 
offered to those who: 
1. Are merciful to others through deed, word and prayer. 
2. Venerate the Image of Divine Mercy. 
3. Trust in God’s Mercy. 
4. Worthily receive Holy Communion (or make an act of 
Spiritual Communion see the prayer under Mass 
Intentions) on the Divine Mercy Feast Day (or 
Saturday vigil Mass).  
5. Make a good and sincere Confession during Lent (up 
to 20 days before or after Divine Mercy Sunday). Pope 
Francis stated in his Mass on March 20, 2020, with 
regard to Confession during the COVID-19 pandemic that 
people who cannot get to Confession because of the 
Coronavirus lockdown or another serious reason can go 
to God directly, be specific about their sins, request 
pardon and experience God's loving forgiveness: "An act 
of contrition done well, and our souls will become white 
like the snow. Return to your Father who is waiting for 
you. The God of tenderness will heal us; he will heal us of 
the many, many wounds of life and the many ugly things 
we have done. Each of us has our own!" Lent is a special 
time "to let God wash us, purify us, to let God embrace 
us. Do what the Catechism (of the Catholic Church) says. 
It is very clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, 
speak directly with God, your Father, and tell him the 
truth. Say, 'Lord, I did this, this, this. Forgive me,' and ask 
for pardon with all your heart." 
      The Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1452, says: 
"When it arises from a love by which God is loved above 
all else, contrition is called 'perfect' - contrition of charity. 
Such contrition remits venial sins; it also obtains 
forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm resolution 
to have recourse to sacramental confession as soon as 
possible." 
     Visit thedivinemercy.org, watch EWTN, and view the 
Divine Mercy 101 video at FORMED.org by clicking on 
Search and typing in Divine Mercy 101. 

How to Recite the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary rosary 
beads of five decades. The Chaplet is preceded by two 
opening prayers from the Diary of Saint Faustina and 
followed by a closing prayer. 
1. Make the Sign of the Cross 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

2. Optional Opening Prayers 
You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for 
souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 
world. O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.  
(Repeat three times)  
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of 
Jesus as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You! 
3. Our Father 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, Amen. 
4. Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou amongst women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at the hour of our death, Amen. 
5. The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; He descended into hell; on the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
6. The Eternal Father 
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole 
world. 
7. On the 10 Small Beads of Each Decade 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us 
and on the whole world. 
8. Repeat for the remaining decades 
Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" bead 
and then 10 "For the sake of His sorrowful Passion" (7) 
on the following "Hail Mary" beads. 

9. Conclude with Holy God 
(Repeat three times) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One, have 
mercy on us and on the whole 
world. 
10. Optional Closing Prayer 
Eternal God, in whom mercy 
is endless and the treasury of 
compassion — inexhaustible, 
look kindly upon us and 
increase Your mercy in us, 
that in difficult moments we 
might not despair nor become 
despondent, but with great 
confidence submit ourselves 
to Your holy will, which is 
Love and Mercy itself. 

Mary Mother of the Church 
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Many more people find themselves in this situation, 
at least temporarily. 
-If you would like to receive regular phone calls … 
-If you need help with simple errands like groceries 
or medicines… 
Please contact Sr. Kathy at 788-5483 ext. 5 or 
kathy@mmoclacrosse.org. 
Let’s be aware of our neighbors and support one 
another, especially through phone calls. 

 
The Parish Office continues to be open Tuesdays – 
Fridays from 8 AM – 3 PM. For the sake of our 
employees and those for whom they care, we are 
encouraging phone and email contact as much as 
possible. No more than 2 people are allowed inside 
the office lobby for social distancing. Scrip is still 
available. 

 
This Easter Bulletin is the last to be mailed to each 
parish household, except for those who are 80 
years old or older. If you would like to receive a 
weekly bulletin, please contact the parish office at 
788-5483 ext. 2. We will continue to e-mail the 
bulletin and post it online. If you have not been 
receiving the bulletin via e-mail, we do not have 
your e-mail address. To receive e-mails please 
send an email to: secretary@mmoclacrosse.org. 
Simply type in the subject line: “Send me e-mail” 
and include your name. 

 
Lent Collection Thank you to everyone who so 
generously gave to the Lent collection this year. The 
money collected will support Freedom Honor Flight 
(70%) and the Archdiocese for the Military (30%).  
Time for a New Ministry Schedule We don’t know 
when Masses will be offered publically again, but 
we want to be ready when the ban is lifted. We will 
soon begin working on a new Ministry Schedule that 
will run from May through July. Please submit any 
“Can’t Serve Dates” through the online scheduling 
tab on the parish website, www.mmoclacrosse.org 
or by calling the parish office, 788-5483, ext. 2 by 
April  28 at the latest. If you are new to the parish or 
have been here for a while and are interested in 
participating in a Liturgical Ministry, please contact 
the parish office to find out more.  

Homebound 

Office Hours 

Bulletin & E-mails 

Social Justice 

 
The church will be available for prayer: 
 April 9 (Thurs): 7 AM - 2 PM 
 April 10 (Fri): 2 PM - 7 PM 
 April 11 (Sat): 7 AM-2 PM 
 April 12 (Sun): 7 AM - 7 PM 
Beginning April 14, church will be open Tuesday-
Friday from 9am-5pm. 
Bulletins and hand sanitizers are available. 

 
Many have enjoyed watching Mass on KQEG-TV 
(Channel 5 on Charter; Channel 4 on CenturyLink). 
These Masses need to be pre-recorded since KQEG 
is not able to broadcast it "live." Therefore, we will 
continue to record weekend Mass for broadcast until 
the regular weekend Mass schedule resumes in 
church. 
New directives have come from the Vatican and from 
the Diocesan Bishop regarding the Easter Triduum 
(Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Saturday's Easter 
Vigil), and we will faithfully follow these directives.  
Broadcast times on KQEG-TV: 
Holy Thursday: April 9 at 7 PM 
Good Friday: April 10 at 3 PM 
Easter Sunday: April 12 at 8 AM & 10 AM 
Available on our website: mmoclacrosse.org  
Easter Vigil: April 11 at 7 PM - Live Stream NOTE 
TIME CHANGE (not 8:30pm) 
Easter Week: blessed Easter Water will be available 
beginning Sunday, April 12 at 7 AM. 

 

 
All scheduled events have been cancelled through 
April 30, including Spring Rummage Sale and 
Deanery Marriage Prep Weekend (April 24-25).  

Private Prayer 

TV/Online Masses and Holy Week  

For the Sake of a Smile 

Parish Events 
 

The number of active donors  
who use WeShare online-giving:  
223 households (27%) as of April 1 
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Weekly Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020 
 7:30 AM † Donald and Lorraine Helfrich   
   by Carol & Richard Hobbs and family   
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
 7:30 AM † John Schumacher 
   by David and Margaret Frederick  
Thursday, April 16, 2020 
 7:30 AM † Alice Melcher  
   by Nancy Johnson 
 Friday, April 17, 2020 
 7:30 AM † Mary Plesha 
   by Mary Lou Markos  
Saturday, April 18, 2020 
 4:30 PM † Lois Hayek  
  by Virginia Hortsman  
 

Father will be saying the Masses privately.  
Your Mass intentions will be remembered. 

Hillview and Sunday Masses will be rescheduled 
for another time.  

 
 
 

Prayer during COVID-19 Pandemic 
Lord Jesus, You traveled through towns and villages 
curing every disease and illness among the people. 

At your command, the sick were made well. Come to 
our aid now in this health crisis so that we may know 

your healing love. 
Heal those who are sick: may they regain their health 

and strength. 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents us from helping 

one another. 
Heal us from our pride, which makes us certain of our 

health and life apart from you. 
Bless health care professionals, and all essential  
workers, with strength and compassion as they  

selflessly respond to our needs. 
We make this prayer in your strong and holy name, 

You, who with the Father and Spirit, live and reign for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

  
Building Our Future Together 

 
     The re-roofing project is fully underway and contin-
ues toward a completion goal of Memorial Day. 
Ledegar Roofing has a large crew on the scene and 
have made good progress.   
     On Tuesday, March 31, we had a Pre-Bid meeting 
with prospective contractors for the Heating, Ventila-
tion, and Air Conditioning project which includes re-
placing the steam pipes with hot water pipes. In addi-
tion to the Project Manager and General Contractor, 
Fowler & Hammer, mechanical contractors present at 
the meeting included:  
 Bernie Buchner Mechanical 
 Coulee Region Mechanical 
 S&S Mechanical 
     Modern Mechanical declined to bid due to already 
having a full schedule for the summer and Winona 
Heating & Ventilation didn’t attend the Pre-Bid meet-
ing. We had an excellent meeting with the contractors 
being very engaged and seemingly eager for the pro-
ject. Bids were due during Holy Week and a decision 
will be made to determine if we will be able to finan-
cially move forward with this project during this calen-
dar year. 
     These early days 
of the COVID-19 shut
-down and social dis-
tancing requirements 
have given Andy Fo-
ley and Cathy Juran 
the opportunity to 
thoroughly clean and 
sanitize the Parish 
Hall kitchen. In addi-
tion, Andy has sham-
pooed and sanitized 
the Parish Hall car-
pets including in the 
Religious Education 
Center. Thanks Andy 
and Cathy for your 
spectacular work!  
     Please remember to keep the safety of the roofing 

project workers, 
as well as our 
parish, in your 
prayers as we 
continue to Build 
Our Future 
Together. Happy 
Easter everyone! 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament.   
I love You above all things, and I desire to  

receive You into my soul.   
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

 sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I  

embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to 

be separated from You. 
Amen. 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Mary Mother of the Church, La Crosse, WI A 4C 02-0155

Dr. Erica Stanek, D.D.S.
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RKB Accounting & Tax Service, LLC
Reginald “Kim” Boldon, CPA, MBA
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Because we understand the healing values of faith and tradition.
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“Setting the 
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Earl L. Bonsack, Inc.
Driving nice since 1963
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112 5th Ave. N. • La Crosse, WI 54601

Ron Hammes 
Refrigeration

788-3110                24 HR. SERVICE

REFRIGERATION 
SALES &  SERVICE

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Ron 

Hammes

5416 S. 33rd. Street 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601
608-788-6800

Member SIPC

Mike Wintheiser,  Financial Advisor 
3208 State Rd. 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
608-433-9859          www.edwardjones.com

HMC (FMF) Brickson | WI, MN, IA | 608 304 1671608-519-4324 ◆ BrightstarCare.com/LaCrosse

2519 Hass Street 
La Crosse, WI 54601

Kevin Wilson, Owner
accurateautotrim@yahoo.com | 608-792-2308
Springtime - Home Awnings and Convertibles

Now Open!  For those 55 & Better
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Anything but Ordinary!
flowers, plants 

gifts, decor + more

N3075 STATE RD 16, LA CROSSE | 608.782.3276 
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Your “CAN DO” Printer!
Printing & 
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FAST!
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Auto Service
ASE Certified Professional Technicians

1003 West Avenue, La Crosse
bobsautolax@ymail.com 782-1375

Free Initial Consultation For Injury & Insurance Claims

608-784-0087
www.eganandrichgels.com

US Bank, Tenth Floor
201 Main Street, Suite 1010
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601

Compliments of

• Seamless Install • Repair • Cleaning • Leaf Protection 
• Siding • Soffit • Facia • Decks • Windows • Porches & More
Call RICK MOLLING For A Free Estimate Today! 608-799-7287

Serving the area’s flooring needs since 1970
Find us on Hwy. 35 between Onalaska and Holmen

783-1088 or www.Floorcraftersonline.com
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BUSINESS PRINTING & MARKETING SERVICES
2704 South Ave. - La Crosse

608-788-5005 | www.instylacrosse.com
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Mary, Mother of the Church 
La Crosse

mmoclacrosse.weshareonline.org

Rita Sanger | 608 787-1820 
rsanger@amfam.com

Compliments Of

OUTDOOR SERVICES INC.
For Your Lawn Care Needs Call: 608-786-3202

641 Brickl Road, West Salem WI 
Contact Gary Stang • gstang@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5838

201 South 7th Street • LaCrosse, WI 54601
kotjonesdental@gmail.com • (608) 782-3102

Joseph Kotnour, DDS

Investments • Trust • Since 1913      www.trustpointinc.com


